and Schoeneich (1998) Aubert (1979) and Arn (1984) The study of the pereeption of natural hazards in alpine societies and the effects of this pereeption on defence strategies; The study of the dynamics of periglacial environ¬ ments and their evolution in relation to global cli¬ mate changes;
The study of institutional management of water resources in alpine regions.
The common denominator of these four research directions is the concern for fragile environments. In the Sahel fringe, for example, environmental characteristics deteriorated drastically following the 1969-1973 and 1984-1985 (Hardin 1968 , Ostrom 1990 , using an analysis framework specifically tailored for this purpose -institutional resource regimes (Varone et al. 2002) . Ostrom (1990) , and public policies for the protection and exploitation of these resources. The analysis of the accompanying develop¬ ment of these two components of institutional regimes allows the historical evolution of water management in Switzerland to be described and qualified (Varone et al. 2002) . (Winistörfer 1998 
